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Where the 203" Aerial Mage s+ 
; Battalion is currently based 2! i 











I THOUGHT 


YOU SMOKED, 
LIEUTENANT 


.-BUT IT 
APPEARS 
YOU DON'T. 





THE STAFF 
MEETINGS 


EYES AND 
MAKE 
MY NOSE 
FEEL 
ITCHY. 


YOU’RE 
SO FUNNY, 
MAJOR! 


I PREFER 
SWEETS 
OVER 
CIGARETTES 


«WOULD | WISH 
SHOW THE ‘ 
A BIT HIGHER- |: 
MORE ofS... | 

CONCERN 








WANT-TOX, 
FIGHT FOR’ 


PHONY WAR 


The France-Germany border during the beginning 

of World War II was the very picture of peace. The 
lerm refers to a kind world where despite being at war, 
there is no fighting. Here, patriotism fuels support of 
the government, but deaths and special procurement 
Jor war are low. 


IT'S A 
WORLD I 
CANNOT EVEN 
COMPREHEND. 





, rs " BUT EVEN 
EMPIRE'S d MACARTHUR 
ph ge a MANAGED 
STAFF /S ly ee ie 


: WAY MORE & 
SURE THEY'LL SEWOS . OPERATION. 


COME UWP WITH ABOLIT WAR 


A PRECISE 
PLAN FOR IT = Bar Was... 


“TOMA 
1 | 


iil 













IT WILL BE 





















MY FIRST TIME 
FIGHTING 
ACCORDING TO 
ONE OF GENERAL 
WHEN I TRIED RUDERSDORE'S 
TALKING TO HIM, PLANS. 
a HE SEEMED 
UNEXPECTEDLY 






EASY TO WORK 



















THIS ISN'T 
GOING TO 
BE AN AM- 

PHIBIOUS 


EXAMPLES 
IN HISTORY 
OF A FLEET 
BREAKING 
THROUGH A 
FORTRESS 
BUILT AGAINST 
THE WATER, 
BUT... 


WHEN 
S/NGAPORE 
FELL TO THE 
BACK THEN, EMPIRE OF 
GROLIND JAPAN. 
TROOPS 
DEFEATED 
A COASTAL 
FORTRESS. 





FJORDS 
REALLY HAVE 
THE OPTIMAL 
SHAPE FOR 
COASTAL 
DEFENSE, 

















FJORDS 


Inlets with complex shapes carved 
by the weight of glaciers. If you 
add guns, the narrow bodies of 
water with their cliffs become 
impregnable fortresses. 





+++ THERE 
/S THAT 
ONE THAT 
CHURCHILL 
CALLED 
“THE WORST 
DISASTER 
IN BRITISH 
HISTORY" — 


VULNERABLE FJORDS... 
70 AN 
INVASION 


SUPERIOR'S 
BEEN HANDED AN 
UNREASONABLE 
M/SSION... 


++-AND 
SHE'S 
SMILING! 


SHE'S 
3 INFALL/BLE 
04 





THEY 
TREATED 
ME LIKE A 
LITTLE «ID 

AND LOADED 
UP EVERY 
CUP WITH MILI 
AND SUGAR. 


BUT AS 
DIFFICULT 


| WAS JUST 

THINKING I'D 

LiKe A CUP 
OF YouR 
COFFEE. 


WITH ALL 
DUE RESPECT, 
MAJOR, THE 
LIEUTENANT 




























I JUST 
HOPE IT 
WON'T END 
UP BEING A 
WASTE OF 
SOLDIERS. 










THEY 








MUST BE 
COME TO MOST 
THINK OF IT, WORRIED 
I BELIEVE WE ABOUT THE 
HAVE YET TO SOLDIERS 
CELEBRATE OUR 
DEFENSE... 





I HAVE TO 
20 WHAT I 
CAN NOW TO 
TAKE THE/R 
MINDS OFF 
/7 
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LGA cA CRUEL 















AS SUCH, 

LIEUTENANT [ip 
SERE- iy 

BRYAKOV... 


MAYBE WE 
OUGHT TO 
AVOID HAVING 
A &IG BASH 
IN THIS WAR 
SITUATION. 


yy 
IT'VE WORKED 
“THE TROOPS 
HARD IN\THIS 


Wy 


ee 


CE VEL OPIN G 


Eile 
AI 


you 
TWO ARE 
LOOKING 


AWFULLY 
COLD TOO. 





















WILL THIS 
MEAN MORE 
3 SNOWY 
MOLNTAIN 
EXERCISES 


HAVE US ON 
OUR TOES 
AGAIN!! 





LET’S {J 
NOT SETA 














a LIMIT FOR 
INTERRUPT, ALCOHOL 
BUT WE HAVE SPENDING 
ENOUGH FREE rm 
ALCOHOL TO 


SWIM IN. 


DID YOu 
STEAL /T 
FROMI!!!? 


+1. AND WAS 
GOING TO 
CONTRIBUTE 
OUT OF POCKET 
70 LESSEN 
THE BURDEN 
ON THE OTHER 
COMMANDER!? 






LIEUTENANT 
SEREEBRYAKOV 
ANDO I HAVE 
BEEN 
TOGETHER A 
LONG TIME. 










HAVE MY 

SUBOR- 

DINATES 
RESORTED TO 
BARBARISM!? 





DID SHE OH NO/ 
FIGURE OUT THE 
THAT HE'S MAJOR'S 
THINKING OF — FACE/! 
THE BET FOR 
THE COMPANY 
WITH THE LEAST 
ACHIEVE- 


WE WERE 
ABLE TO 
OBTAIN A FULL 
COMPLEMENT 
OF CANTEEN 
ALCOHOL DUE 
TO THE 
KINDNESS OF A 
LOCAL UNIT. 






PLEASE 
DON'T 
WORRY. 


$0 
ESSENTIALLY, 
WE CAN 





SAY VIPER 





THE VIPER 
BATTALION 
BOUGHT IT 
WITH THEIR 
OWN MONEY... 





GREAT. 






GO AND 
BUY SOME 
WE'LL HAVE CHICKEN OR 
7D TO TOAST SOMETHING. 












LET'S THE VIPER 
INVITE BATTALION. 
THEM 

TO THE 

PARTY. 
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November 29, Unified Year 1925, 
Home Port of the 
Northern Sea Fleet 


i panne ee 


EVERYONE 

/S HIGH 

AltmosT OFF THE 
FEELS NOTION OF 
LIKE A A DECISIVE 

FESTIVAL. VICTORY. 





BUT 
THAT'S WHY 
EVERYONE 
/S FULL OF 


THE BAY /s FIGHTING 
(ORDERLY.®. SPIRIT. 


Ba. 





THIS 1S 
A LOT OF 
RESPON- 
SIBILITY. 


70 BE 
| LEADING... 


ea, 





VESSELS AND 
SOLDIERS 
THAT MAKE UP 


SEA FLEET... ~ 

















T’LL 
EXPLAIN THE 
SITUATION... 


A MISSION 
IN SUPPORT 
OF THE 
NORTHERN 
ARMY 
GROUP'S 
OPERATION. 


CENTRAL 
ARMY /S 
FOR THE NOMINALLY 
OPERATION GIVING... 
7O THE 
NORTHERN 
ARMY 





WW MWELEIKEE BE. 
WLLL 


Chae 
iv 
“53 


AFTER THE 
AWKWARONESS 
BETWEEN THEM 

OVER THE 
GREAT ARMY 
MOBIL/ZATION 

ISSUES... 


G d CILIATION. 


a8 


as 


A ET SIS ee ti 
Fieama=aa ZUR Zan 


.- AND 
EVEN /F 
THEY FAIL, 
/T WON'T 
BE THE 
GENERAL 
STAFF'S 
FAULT... 


AS THE ONE 
BEING WORKED 
70 THE BONE, 
I FIND /T 
LAMENTABLE... 


THAT'S JUST 
HOW BIG AND 
BOLD THIS 
SNEAK ATTACK 
WILL BE. 


NORTHERN 
ARMY GAD 


GROUP 
GETS TO GO 
ON THE/R 
OFFENSIVE 


SO THIS 
/S GENERAL 
RUDERSDORF'S 
EVIL SCHEME? 


ALL OUR MAIN 
FORCES ARE 
GOING ON THIS 
OPERATION... 





qa 
svn 3 
CEILENCE? | 











OUR 
TARGET 
IS THE 
OSFJORD. 


ENEMY'’S... 
«REAR 
COMMU- 
NICATION 
LINES. 


EVEN IF 
WE — 
twere’s “Yap 
peneane MINES 


ESCAPE 
FROM 
TORPEDOES! 



































AND? 
NOT TO 
MENTION 
THE 
GUNS. 
IF THE 
FIORDS ARE 
LINED W/TH 
CANNONS... 


PUMMELED 
70 DEATH. 
























+ THE 
FLEET'S va. STANCES 
SOMEONE 
ADVANCE 
NEEDS 
sti TO GO IN 
CAPTURE hay 
THE ENEMY es 
GUNS. tee 


| ahd a 


Na) 























«2 OD 
|THE CONSIDER u 
POSSIBILITY 
OF THE AERIAL 
MAGES BEING 


++ GAVE ME 
THE ORDER 
70 PREPARE 
FOR AN 
AIRBORNE 
OPERATION... 


+0010 
ATTACK AND 
NEUTRAL/ZE 
THE COASTAL 

GUNS. 










FATE OF THE 
FLEET /S IN 
MY HANDS... 


FAILURE 
/SN'T AN 
OPTION. 


















rT 1 PI . 


y /S A HUGE 
UNDERTAKING! 
FUCKING HELLI! 
THAT'S 
WAS THis ENORMOUS 
GENERAL PRESSURE | 
RUDERSDORF'S Lf | 







OR OID 















GENERAL IDEA? 
ZETTOUR PUT 
IT INTO HIS > , 
HEAD? ati, 
a 


} \ \ 
\ th NS 
Wl es 


EXHAUST 


VA THE ENEMY 
TACTICAL ARMY... 


DISRUPTION 
AND 
PENETRATING 


THEY'RE 7 . 
rails ‘ta > THE ONE 
THAT Liege . Z WHO 
CAPT = A f PLANTED 
CAPTURE <-~ = yy 
OPERATION € % > | ITIN HIS 


HEAD— !!! 





i Ay, TI 
LLUhy 
Y YY y, y Ly y 


WTA a 
Vy 


W\\ 
i 


J 
~ EY ONS ie) 
SAS BS NY no re RS a* 


1 PARACHUTING ~~ 
OUT OF THE ~~ K i 0 
_ SRY WITH OUR “EV RASG SOPRA \ ie 
YIRCOMPUTATION ~ BNW £ Uke) AHEAD OF © 
5 She EME 


rah, 
9 are 


S|)... AND. 
ELIMINATE 
7 ENEMY 


set 
ALLOW THE 
FLEET TO 
ENTER THE 
FJORD. 

















AND THE 
WE'RE VANGUARD 


EXPECTING WILL BE... 
GREAT THINGS 
FROM YOU, 
MAJOR 
DEGURECHAFF. 


| 


} 


ie wiih 


MY 
ASIDE THE ; j \ AUGMENTED 
ISSUE OF BATTALION. 


FIREPOWER 


cool T 
WILL BE 
FAIRLY 
DIFFICULT... 


+ TO SEIZE 
ALL THE GUNS 
AND DEAL 
WITH ENEMY 
REINFORCE- 
MENTS THAT 
ARE BOUND 
TO ATTACK ON 
TOP OF THAT. 


WE SIMPLY 
WON'T HAVE 
ENOUGH 
SOLDIERS. 





















SILVER. 


SHE CAN ASK 
THE TYPE OF 
QUESTION 
THAT BRINGS 
YOUR WILL TO 
FIGHT INTO 
QUESTION... 


<< 


ABANDON 


FIRST 


veeD WAS 
SURPRISED ioe. . 
THIS LITTLE 
GIRL WAS 
WHITE 


GOT GUTS, 
ARGUING 
AGAINST HER 
SUPERIOR 
LIKE THAT. 








..-DO I HAVE 
THE RIGHT 
TO SUGGEST 
ABORTING THE 
OPERATION? 


I'LL MAKE /T 
LOOK LIKE A 
CONSTRUCTIVE 
OPINION AND 
ENSURE I CAN 
AVOID LIABILITY! 


+ THIRTY 
MINUTES 
AFTER 
YOUR 
DROP. 


ND 
ROUTE, ~'" 


WE'RE 
ARRANGING 
FOR TWO 
REGIMENTS 
OF MARINES 
TO 
REINFORCE 
you... 


rolINA 
WORST- 
CASE 
SCENARIO 








YOU THINK 





( 
\ 






+ THE FLEET 
WOULD BE 
EXPOSED TO 







LIABLE FOR 

THE ENTIRE 

OPERATION 
$152 
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ye VO oN TT 4 
we : WA 
¥ SS ix = 9 ig 
\ NaH NE... y BLL 
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IF PUSH 






























DION'T SHE COMES TO 

ONCE SAVE SHOVE, HERSELF ; 

HER FELLOW sHe may \ EVEN... Aur Ge vue. % 
SACRIFICE orgs weer? 


HERSELF. 





tsi 


sr z CAG at ae 


— 


we lN 2 ee meee cess sawenemeseees sone 
THE EVENT YOU MEAN, 
YOU CAN'T yu) aw. WE SHOULD 
NEUTRALIZE PRIORITIZE 
THE GUNS? i, THE SAFETY 
OF THE 
FLEET... 


GREAT, 
HE'S 
WILLING 


70 
LISTEN. 


vs THE | 
BLOCKADE \ A DON'T TAKE 
post-op |) jf) | PRESERVING 
MAY... / i THE FLEET 
..END UP A) a SERIOUSLY 
ALLOWING THE , ENOUGH... 
FRANGOISIAN } 
OR 
REGADONIAN 
SHIPS 
THROUGH. 





ohh 













THINKING 
OF THE 
ENTIRE 

NORTHERN 


I CAN’ 
EVEN /F LET HER 







«THAT'S A 
REASONABLE 
CONCERN. 





an i | 


I MUST 
TAKE AT 
LEAST HALF 
OF THE 
RESPONSI- 
BILITY! 
A SINGLE ACTION 
FRONTLINE .., 
COMMANDER. 


IF yOu 
FAIL, FALL 
BACK TO 
JOIN YOUR 

REINFORCE- 
MENTS AND 
TRY AGAIN. 


NLU We 


\ 


IN LIGHT 
OF THAT, IF 
THE MARINE 
REGIMENTAL 
COMMANDERS 
WILL 
_'D Like PERMIT... 


PERMISSION 
TO ADVISE 
ABORTING. 





THAT WENT 
GREAT! NOW 
I WON'T BE 

HELD LIABLE 
NO MATTER 

WHAT 

HAPPENS!! 


+e ACCOUNT- 
ABILITY AND 
VIRTUE. 


OF THE 
NORTHERN 





Two days later, 
Early morning near the 
Northern Sea Fleet 











I NEVER 
THOUGHT I'D 
BE USING A 
FORMULA ON 
MYSELF LIKE 
THIS... 











EVERYONE ! Meh 
HAS TO TAKE ; age 


| ] 


LET'S alia . Runway for the Plane 
just THEMSELVES. —— Fleet 
GET IT 


DONE. 


fA 





Ke 


“YZ ~ 




















THOSE 











PERMISSION WHO WAVE A 
TO GARGLE or TENDENCY TO 
VOMIT WAVE 

GRANTED. ; 
WE'RE LEAVING HANDLED THE 
NOW, $O CONTENTS... 


HURRY UP. 


I DION’T 

















REALIZE 
LARGE 
—OR TRANSPORT 
MAYBE PLANES OF 
. WE'RE WB _/7'S THIS ERA 
THE ya GECAUSE PITCHED SO 


MUCH. 


ONES IN } USUALLY 
CONTROL f, te 
OF OUR 

FLYING 





AIR SICKNESS BAG 
Invented around 1950. 
We had to wait for the 
development of passenger 
airlines. 





Imperial Army 
Transport Plane 












WE OF 
THE 203” se 
AERIAL MAGE 
BATTALION... 


ARE THE 
VANGUARD 
FOR THEM 


WE JUST ae oe 
HAVE TO DO | Fall, THe NERVOUS, 
. MARINE 
REG/MENTS 
WILL BACK 
US UP. 


YY { 
VT itaeererteT iy Ina 
SH MUU nt 


41044 UY 
r | 





BUT BEHIND 
THEM ARE THE 
COMMUN/CATION 
LINES THAT 
CONNECT TO 
THE REAR. 


= 


PREPARE FOR 
ATTACKS BY 
ENEMY SHIPS 
AND UNITS. 


COASTAL 
DEFENSES 


w+ THAT THE versie haas 


ARMY SHOULD 
_ PROTECT THE 





\ R N »D 
) \N 


PEOPLE 
HAVE YET 
7O AWAKEN 
70 THAT 
REDLINDANCY. 


ESCORT 
FIGHTERS 


THEY'LL 
BE ONA 
HARASSMENT 
MISSION AS 


THEY'RE ater 


FLASHING, 
"GOOD 
LUCK, 
WHITE 

SILVER.” 


AND THEY 5 
WOULDN'T 
HAVE BEEN 4 
WRONG... 


SS 


« 


< 


¢ 


X/ 


THIS WORLD 
HASN'T 
EXPERIENCED 
WORLD WAR I. 





PREPARE 
TO JUMP! 


o 
os 
O28 
Gat 
qt 
Sot 
Pee 





- * oat y SE \ CAPTURING 


SURE YOU f ON THEM IS 
GUYS CAN BAN gic ON OPTIMAL, 

HANDLE IT. ig BU VAAN) BUT IF THAT 
df \\WVABA\\\\__ Proves 

DIFFICULT... 


EFFECTIVE 
FUNCTIONING 
IS FINE. 


aeeeay 
a i 4 
WET > 


\ 


SCHEDULE 
DOESN'T 
HAVE MUCH 
WIGGLE 


MAGES WILL THIRTY ROOM. 
ARRIVE 
AHEAD OF 
THE FLEET 


















BUT 
THE 
1S FOR PLAN... 
THEM TO 
DEAL WITH 
ENEMY 
REINFORCE- 


r CAPTURE 
ALL-POSITIONS 
AS BEST YOU 
CAN IN THIRTY 
MINUTES. 








I EXPECT 
YOU ALL TO 
PUT THE 
TRUE POWER 
OF AERIAL 
MAGES ON 
DISPLAY OUT 
THERE. 





; Sars sa 
PRS I'LL TAKE 
oe THE NARVA 


IF YOu A 


TO SEIZE THE 
POSITION, 


CONTACT ME 
IMMEDIATELY. 


ABOUT 
ENEMY 
BACKUP? 


OUR BACKUP 
ARRIVES. 


LIEUTENANT, 
HEAD UP THE 
CAPTURE OF 
THE ALBERT 
BATTERY. 


TIME ARE WE 
LIFTING RADIO 
SILENCE? 


PLAN IS TO 
\ MAINTAIN 

RADIO 
‘SN SILENCE 





+++ THE UNIT 
LEARNS HOW 
70 BE GOOD 


SINCE HE 
RECONF/RMS 
EVERYTHING 
/N FRONT OF 

THE TROOPS TO 


COMMUNICATORS MAKE SURE HE 
WHILE OBTAINING VOESN'T M/SS 


THE DETAILS 
OF THEIR 
M/SSI/ONS. 


ANYTHING... 


LIEUTENANT 
WE/SS HAS 
GROWN /NTO 
A FINE VICE 
COMMANDER. 


Ze 





Se 


ha aN 


Po 





YOU'RE OUR |” 
RESERVE 
COMMANDER! 








RETREAT, 
MA'AM? 






IF ENEMIES 
THAT WELL 
OUTFITTED 
SHOW UP... 





THEN |'LL 


SWEETEST. 


"M NOT 
INTERESTED 
IN HEARING 
vou SING. 






tC 


: 20 
1 \we Y 
\ala an 







JUST LIKE 
CANARIES. 


CANARY IN A COAL MINE f9@ 
When miners used to dig, 


they would bring canaries with 
them to detect poisonous gas. 


ee 


IT'S SO WE 
CAN PARACHUTE 


DOWN WITHOUT 
USING MAG/C 
AND CAPTURE 

THE POS/TIONS 
RIGHT AWAY. 





FOR THIS 
OPERATION, 
WE HAVE 
AIRBORNE 
EQUIPMENT. 





ARE THREE 
REASONS 
WE'RE 
RELYING ON 
PARACHUTES 
FOR THE 
DROP. 














ONE /S TO 
CONCEAL 
OUR MANA 
SIGNALS 
UNTIL WE 
ENCOUNTER 
THE ENEMY... 





gone Ti seca. 

ENEMY A 

/N'T WHICH BRANCH 
“OF THE ARMED 


SURE ; 
WTO ne FORCES WE 





THE THIRD 

18 TO PUT 

ALL OUR R 

PARALLEL Y DROP AS ANTI-AIR 


FORMULAS 
MED : ; PLANNED GUNSI! 


DEFENSE... >) ' i 








| WL) 1 ANTI/- ; 
THE WALL OF \ a | \ i ) ; AIR j 
cmaecles [Y zat \ 
NORMALLY ‘ee : a ° S NOW 
BE QUITE F 11! 


DANGEROUS. 


; mn | | 












ALTHOUGH 
AT THIS 
POINT, THE 
ENEMY 
KNOWS 
THAT IT WAS 
MAGES WHO 
DROPPED, 


MANA 
| S/IGNALS/? 
THAT'S 
INSANE!! 











ZSNy)) 
EY 









IF THESE 
MAGES : 
MANAGED | 
7O TAKE 
OVER... 


soe THEY'RE 
QUITE THE 
SOLDIERS. 


+++ THESE 
POSITIONS 
WITHOUT 
BEING 


DETECTED 





CAPTURE ' 
THOSE : : ~ FOR HAND- 
POSITIONS @ = ci & TO-HAND 
Mf = . . COMBAT! ! 


‘\ SCATTER 
THEM!!! 











MAJOR, 
THEY NEW 


aN ARE ENEMIES | 
\ HERE I! 

f TO 

Wfy INTER- 

VW CEPTII 


jf 
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THERE'S 
ONLY ONE 
THING WE 
NEED TO 
vDo— 











AN AERIAL 
MAGE 
BATTALION W/ 
FROM THE © [\ 
REGADONIA 

ENTENTE 
ALLIANCE!! 


yh Cz} 


ty Yj / H)| Wh, yy 
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+AND 
THE MAGE 
BATTALION 
FROM THE 
CENTRAL 
GENERAL 
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WHAT CLOSE 
COORDINATION! 


LS 
a S 
4 \ 


IG 





ES UINR 
AY 
a 


Ra 


WMA WY WiLL 
if Hy, Wy) / YL Y 
| i He at ia y “i 
iM fA ig Vj Yi; 


lj 
; N\ Uy 
Pe | 


% . 


Yy 
Ip 





IF 
THERE /S 
A REASON 
BEING X... 
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All THE MA THE EMPIRE 
DIFFERENT g 1G, EMBODIES... 
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Amphibious Warfare 


Fighting to land on territory the enemy controls. A direct attack on 
astal fortifications is called an “amphibious assault.” 

By its nature, it gives a huge advantage to the defending side, since 

|) the attacking side is crossing wide-open water. For that reason, it’s 

necessary to have plenty of supporting bombardments from air or 

| ‘naval units until the ground forces land; an amphibious assault is 
only possible if the army, navy, and air force cooperate. 

Normally, each branch has its own chain of command, and they 

_ often don’t get along very well, so the operation depends on how well 

the units can be brought together. 


“Sealed Orders 


Orders which, for confidentiality, may only be read or opened by a 
| certain person. The time at or situation in which they’re to be opened 
‘may also be decided beforehand. 


The Fall of Singapore 


The operation early on in the Pacific War during which the Imperial 
Japanese Army captured Singapore from the British. 

Located on the southern tip of the Malaysian peninsula, Singapore is 
surrounded on three sides by water and separated from the peninsula 
on the north by the Johore Strait. The natural stronghold was called 
the “Gibraltar of the East.” However, its defenses mainly consisted 
of guns facing the ocean. The area facing north toward Malaysia 
was relatively weak, so the Japanese cut through the peninsula and 
crossed the Johore Strait in an amphibious operation. 

When the Japanese reached Johore, they deceived the British as 
to where they were planning to land and suppressed the coast with 
“ha and shells. Thanks to the feint, the troops were able to cross 


when they lost Bukit Timah, so their water shortage was growing too 
_ severe. As a result, they surrendered, and the battle ended. 
The number of British troops that surrendered, including those 
\ who surrendered on the Malaysian peninsula, was 130,000, making it 
the largest defeat in British history. 
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Canteen 


Stores set up in barracks or ships to sell goods to military people and 
etwvilian employees of the military. 

In the army, they’re usually located at the regiment’s barracks, and 
in the navy, on a large ship. They sell everything from food and drinks 
(alcohol, sweets, and so on) to hand towels and toothbrushes, writing 
utensils and clothing, cigarettes, and postcards. There’s an adjoining 
salon for the troops to relax in, and it’s not just for eating and drinking— 

) they can read newspapers or magazines and enjoy card games and other 
leisure activities as well. 

The operation of canteens differs between countries and armies, but in the 
Imperial Japanese Navy, the officers and the paymaster formed a canteen 
committee, and a canteen chief was selected from the noncommissioned 
officers to actually do the selling. The money for purchasing goods 
generally came out of the ship’s noncommissioned officers’ pockets, and 
when the ship pulled into port, the canteen committee would purchase 
things from civilian businesses or navy support organizations and then 
set hours and sell them on the ship. Buyers didn’t pay in cash but filled 
out a form so the amount would be taken out of their salary. It’s said 
that sometimes during battles the canteen would be open for free food and 
drinks. 


Marines 


Soldiers specialized in land combat who serve on ships. 

Unlike sailors, who operate ships and fight naval battles, marines serve 
in amphibious operations, on response teams, or in special ops, and so on. 
They have a separate chain of command from the regular navy, but their 
place.and role in the military is different depending on the country. In some 
places, they belong in the broad definition of the navy, and in others, they 
are either with the army or are in a category distinct from the army, navy, 
and air force. Some countries have separate airborne units. 

Originally, before counter-ship combat was developed, they were the 
ground troops who would board a ship to fight hand to hand. Once naval 
Cannons and other counter-ship weapons improved, the sailors and navy 
became the stars of maritime battles; marines served in missions for public 
Safety or security in colonial territories. Then, when military technology 
| advanced again, demand for amphibious assaults grew, and the marines 
> arrived at their reputation as both land- and sea-going troops. 
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Radio Silence 
Prohibiting communication via radio waves so one’s position isn’t 
revealed. It also prevents maneuvers leaking due to an increase or decrease 
in messages or a change in the ratio of encoded to plain messages. 
Communication during radio silence can be achieved via signal shots, 
_semaphores, or Morse code flashed with a light. 





